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This article is dedicated to the analysis of the history of 
formation of the institution of special criminal proceeding 
in the criminal procedure of Ukraine. The analysis of the 
development of the criminal procedural legislation, ded-
icated to the judicial inquiry of the criminal cases in the 
absence of the accused was made and also the essential 
features inherent to this legal phenomenon in the differ-
ent stages of the historical development of Ukraine were 
ascertained.

Established that throughout the history of the criminal 
process of Ukraine the issue of participation of the accused 
during the pre-trial investigation and the trial was given 
special attention. However, in different historical periods 
the trials in absentia were regarded as an exceptional 
measure and took place only in cases especially provided 
by criminal procedural law. 

Due to this research amendments to the Code of Ukraine 
in the context of the right of the accused to appeal against 
the sentence passed by the results of the special criminal 
proceedings were proposed.

Keywords: special criminal proceeding, compulsory ap-
pearance of the accused, representation, trial in absentia, 
judgment in absentia, retrial for the criminal case.
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