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On example of Donbass farms the problem of the use of 
Ukrainian peasantry illegitimate means of solving problems 
in rural areas during the New Economic Policy. Despite 
involved market mechanisms, reforms of the Bolshevik 
leadership in agriculture were half-hearted and limited, 
so creating many obstacles to the development of farms. 
Since the interests of farmers to destroy private property 
was impossible, they are, no matter what, were satisfied 
in different ways, thus forming a shadow markets and the 
related corruption.  By giving bribes as a way of solving a 
particular case in their favor, resorted increasingly wealthy 
farmers, often middle, and part of the poor. In turn, gov-
ernment officials, abuse of authority and receiving from 
the peasants ’gratitude’ positively solved problems.

Keywords: corruption, bribery, peasants, new economic 
policy, Donbass.
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